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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the dispensing and distribution 
plates in an assembled configuration have a decreasing axial thickness between the center 
portion and the peripheral portion relative to the radial direction must be shown or the feature(s) 
canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure 
must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures 
must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views 
of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant 
will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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3. Claim 5 recites the limitation "closing ring" in the first line. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Specifically, Closing ring is not mentioned in the 
previous claims which claim 5 depends on. 

4. Claim 11 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. Specifically it's unclear what is meant by "a closing ring is mounted" at the end of the 
sentence. For examination purposes, examiner assumes the amendment was supposed to 
remove that portion of the claim, and therefore that portion of the claim won't be included in 
examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1, 4-7, 9, 11, 13-16, & 18-19 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent #6,641,057 to Thomas et al. 

In re claim 1, Thomas et al. discloses a Shower head comprising a dispensing plate (lower shell 
portion (48) provided with at least one hole for dispensing water, a closing plate (upper shell 
(44)), in fluid communication with a water outlet, wherein the plates directly face each other 
relative to an axial direction and the shower head comprises a seal (seal/flange (214)) directly 
arranged and pinched in compression between the dispensing and closing plates, so to 
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sealingly delimit with the plates a collection chamber (distribution channel (222)) in order to 
dispense the fluid through the holes of the dispensing plate. 

In re claim 4, Thomas et al. discloses the invention as described above including the dispensing 
and distribution plates, in an assembled configuration defining a collecting chamber having a 
decreasing axial thickness between a central portion and a peripheral portion relative to a radial 
direction. 

In re claim 5, Thomas et al. discloses the invention as described above including a closing ring 
(connector ring (102)) being substantially stiff (made from the same material as the rigid 
cosmetic covers) in the axial direction to form an end of stroke as the plates approach one 
another during the assembly step of the shower head and so as to ensure a minimum thickness 
of the collecting chamber for the water flow towards the dispensing holes. 

In re claim 6 & 7, Thomas et al. discloses the invention as described above including the 
nozzles being suitable to for partly inserting into the holes of the dispensing plate, where the 
nozzles have a dispensing portion (lower portion (202)) projecting from the dispensing plate and 
a stopping portion (seal/flange (214)) suitable for forming a stop during the introduction of the 
nozzles in the relevant holes. 

In re claims 9, & 1 1, Thomas et al. discloses the invention as described above including the seal 
being made integral with a membrane which is provided with nozzles (seal/flange of nozzles 
interconnects the nozzles making the membrane disclosed by applicant), where the closing ring 
is mounted coaxially to the seal. 
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In re claim 13, Thomas et al. discloses the invention as described above including the seal 
being made of a silicone rubber, [column 9, lines 17-21] 

In re claims 14-16, Thomas et al. discloses the invention as described above including the 
dispensing and distribution plates being held together in compression by screw connecting 
means the screw connecting means comprising a screw passing through connecting holes in 
the plates and provided with a head abutting one of the plates (distribution plate), the screw 
being locked on an end opposite to the head on the other side of the other plate by a nut (built 
integral to closing plate), where the screw connecting means are arranged on a peripheral 
portion of the plates radially external to the collecting chamber. [See Thomas et al. Figure 16] 

In re claim 18, Thomas et al. discloses the invention as described above including the 
dispensing and distribution plates, at faces directly facing each other are substantially planar 
(See Thomas et al. Figure 16, Planar section defined at area which fits into groove (103)). 

In re claim 19, Thomas et al. discloses the invention as described above including the 
dispensing and distributing plates, at faces directly facing each other are concave or convex 
(rounded shells (44) and (48) are concave/convex faces directly facing each other, See Figure 

1)- 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

9. Claims 2-3, 8, 10, 12 & 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent #6,641 ,057 to Thomas et al. 

In re claims 2, 8, 10, and 12 Thomas et al. discloses the invention as described above including 
a closing ring (connector ring (102)) arranged between the dispensing and distribution plates, 
the closing ring being arranged coaxially to the seal. 

However, Thomas et al. fails to disclose the specific thickness of the components relative to 
each other. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to chose the desirable dimensions of components, since it has been held that where the 
general conditions of a claim are disclosed in the prior art, discovering the optimum or workable 
ranges involves only routine skill in the art. 

In re claims 3 and 17, Thomas et al. discloses the invention as described above including the 
closing ring being shaped complementary relative to the seal, but fails to disclose the seal in a 
deformed configuration expanding radially in contact with an internal wall of the closing ring 
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which faces toward the collecting chamber and the closing ring having fixing holes which the 
screw connecting means pass through to lock the closing ring into position relative to the plates. 
At the time the invention was made, it would have been an obvious matter of design choice to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to position the screws further radially outward so as to pass 
through the closing ring, as well as position the seal so when deformed it touches the inner wall 
of the closing ring because Applicant has not disclosed that the closing ring being in contact 
with the seal and being locked in place by the screws provides an advantage, is used for a 
particular purpose, or solves a stated problem. One of ordinary skill in the art, furthermore, the 
invention disclosed by Thomas et al. performs equally well by providing a water tight connection 
between the dispensing and distribution plates while using the groove (103) in the connector 
ring functions to keep the connector ring positioned relative to the dispensing and distribution 
plates. 


Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. U.S. Patent #6,250,572 to Chen discloses a showerhead having similar structure 
and components. U.S. Patent #6,227,696 to Duchnowski et al. discloses a diffuserwith similar 
structural components. U.S. Design Patent #D528, 631 to Gillette et al. discloses a pan shower 
head with similar structure. U.S. Patent #7,143,897 to Guzman et al. discloses a shower head 
with similar structure and components. U.S. PG-Pub 2005/0284967 to Korb et al. discloses a 
shower head with similar structure and components. U.S. Patent #6,382,531 to Tracy discloses 
a shower head with similar structure and components. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to JUSTIN JONAITIS whose telephone number is (571)270-5150. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thurs 6:30am - 5:00 pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Len Tran can be reached on (571)272-1184. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/JUSTIN JONAITIS/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3752 
/Len Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3752 


